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Handbook of Organic Analysis, containing a Detailed Account
of the various Methods used in determining the Elementary
Composition of Organic Substaitm. By JUSTUS LRFBIG.
Edited by A. W. HOFMANN, Ph. D. London, 1853 ;
pp. 135.
A WORK of the above character, proceeding from the pen of
one so well known as a master in this branch of chemical
science, and introduced to the English student through the
means and supervision of Professor Hofmann, can scarcely be
other than a very useful book. A tyro in the special depart-
ment to which it particularly relates will meet in it concise,
explicit, and lucid directions, and abundance of instruction 
upon the details of the apparatus necessary to the carrying
on the different processes recommended in the work. The
woodcuts are numerous and well executed, and we recommend
this Handbook as worthy of the student’s attention.
An Explanation of Chemical and Pharmaceutical Processes, Explana      
with the Methods of Testing the Purity of the Preparations:
deduced from Original Experiments. By Dr. G. C WITT-deduced from Original Experiments. By Dr. G. GermanSTEIN. Translated and Edited from the Second Germa
edition by STEPHEN DARBY, Practical Pharmaceutist.
London, 1853. 12mo, pp. 624.
WE are glad to have it in our power to pay a like compli-
ment to the present little manual for practical utility and
lucidity as we bestowed upon the "Handbook." " Its merits
are well-known in Germany, where it has received the valued
recommendation of Professor Buchner, and we have no doubt
the students of the Pharmaceutical Society in particular will
thank Mr. Darby for introducing this translation (of the second
German edition) to their notice. It holds about the same
relation to the more voluminous treatises on its subject as
"Dissectors" do to "Systems of Anatomy." " It will be found
a facile and convenient guide to the practical duties of the
laboratory.
The A B C Railway Guide. London : William Tweedie,
337, Strand.
IN the Guide before us the different railway stations are
arranged in alphabetical order, on the plan of a dictionary;
consequently the reference is actually "as easy as A B C." "
This railway directory is really a splendid hit, and must now
supersede all in use, unless they adopt for their works a similar
plan. Its extreme facility for reference, accuracy, and trifling
cost, (6d.,) will ensure for this Guide an immense circulation.
It is to be published monthly.
New Inventions
IN AID OF THE
PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.
Nic7cel8’s Elastic Adhesive Plaster.’
THIS is an improvement in some respects, as adapted to
certain cases, on the old adhesive plaster. The adhesive
material being spread on an elastic fabric manufactured ex-
pressly for the purpose, the plaster possesses a great degree of
elasticity, and allows a free expansion and contraction of the
muscles, whilst the circulation is unimpeded. No external
bandaging is required. It seems particularly applicable to
wounds and sores on the face or hands; or it may be moulded
to, or laid on, any prominency or cavity. It is tinted of any
colour, and is manufactured in fabrics of silk, cotton, or
woollen, and of any strength.
THE TREATMENT OF CHOLERA BY DILUTE
SULPHURIC ACID.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;It is impossible to read the pages of THE LANCET
without being struck with astonishment at the many and
various plans of treatment suggested and set forth as " certaincu es" for cholera and diarrhoea; many, too, so opposite in
their operations, that without a doubt some of them must be
wrong, if not seriously injurious. How puzzling all this must
be to the young and inexperienced practitioner! Now I am not
about to inffict upon you and your numerous readers another
remedy; yet at the same time I am of opinion it is of the
greatest importance to have the experience of the profession
recorded upon this all-engrossing subject. I beg leave, then,
to offer my experience in the success of a remedy long before
the public; I mean that of the dilute sulphuric acid treatment:
Previously to Lady-day last, 1 was one of the surgeons to this
great parish, and consequently had a large field for practice; I
have therefore no hesitation in saying, that during the six
years I held office, I prescribed for many hundreds of cases of
diarrh&oelig;a, and tried every remedy suggested for its treatment,
but I have found none to equal the dilute sulphuric acid,
During the last month (September), I have prescribed for
upwards of 150 cases of diarrhoea, principally infantile; and
many of a very serious character-viz. , vomiting and purging,
collapse, blueness of the skin, cold extremities-in fact, every
appearance of cholera - English cholera at any rate; and I
have not had one fatal case ! The plan I adopt is very simple :
To an adult I give an eight-ounce mixture as follows&mdash;dilute
sulphuric acid, two drachms; syrup of poppies, three drachms,.
(simply to colour it); liquid acetate of ammonia, two ounces;
peppermint-water, five ounces and a half: to take one ounce
after every loose motion. At one time, I gave the mixture
without the liquid acetate of ammonia; but, by its addition, I
find it allays the thirst to a very great degree. For a drink, I
recommend rice-water (rice boiled for half an hour and strained)
ad libitum, and no other food or drink of any kind to be taken.
during the attack; when it begins to subside, then I give,
carefully, mutton broth, milk, and such-like. If I might be
allowed to speak positively upon this subject, I would say, on
no account give opium, ether, ammonia, or other similar
remedies. My firm conviction is that they are positively
injurious. Out of the 150 cases I had last month, not one
took opium or any of its preparations, and very rarely had I
to give a second bottle of medicine. When the pain and
vomiting were very severe, I ordered a mustard cataplasm to the
! stomach and bowels. I adopted the same plan with infants,
giving, of course, a regulated dose according to age. Another
very great advantage in a plan of this kind is this : infants of
the very earliest age will take the medicine, whichis a thing of
no little importance in the successful treatment of a case.
Whilst on this subject, permit me to say a few words as to
the treatment of another form of diarrhoea, and a very trouble-
; some one, too, it is. I will call it chronic diarrh&oelig;a&mdash;diarrh&oelig;a
’ which has been going on for many weeks or even months,
reducing the patient to a mere skeleton, and which has resisted
all the "usual remedies," such as chalk, kino, catechu, &c.&deg; 
In cases of this kind, I find nothing to equal the dilute nitric
acid. I should have stated there is almost invariably a red
- tongue and intolerable thirst. The plan I have successfully
pursued is the following : dilute nitric acid, one drachm and a
half; compound tincture of camphor, three drachms; syrup of
poppies, three drachms; peppermint water, seven ounces;.
mix; one ounce to be taken every four hours; rice-water to
drink ad libitum and this must be strictly attended to, for I
have found that if even the addition of any other article of
diet is taken, it appears to check the good offices of the other
remedies, so that the diarrhoea will still go on.
I have here given you, Mr. Editor, the result of many years’
observation and experience in the practice of a very humble
member of the profession. It is very far from my wish to
thrust the plan I have adopted before the public as the only one
that ought to be used in cases of diarrh&oelig; ; it is, in fact, only
carrying out the suggestions of former contributors to your
scientific journal upon an extensive scale, which has been
found to answer beyond expectation.
As regards our good old town being exempt from the attacks
of cholera, I think it may be accounted for much more rationally
and sensibly than supposing we drink large quantities of " hard
ale!" My opinion is that the reverse is the fact, for those-
who drink large quantities of ale do not give it time to get old
or hard; and how many thousands must there be who never
taste a drop of ale, either hard or soft! No, Sir, my belief is,-
that we have to thank Nature for a great deal, and our
governing bodies for the rest; for it is well known, few towns
are kept so clean, or the "back slums" and filthy places so
well looked after. I do not mean to say we have a Garden of
Eden here, or that there are not places in a very disgraceful
state ; but I do say, taking all things into consideration, very
few large towns are in a better state to resist the invasions of
cholera than Birmingham.
I am, Mr. Editor, yours respectfully,
Birmingham, Oct. 1853. J. G. SPROSTON.
